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Chris English

From: Kathleen Ramsay

Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 10:00 AM

To: Chris English

Subject: FW: Middlebury Taxpayers (FPF thread)

 
 

From: Laura Asermily [mailto:lasermily@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2019 9:47 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Middlebury Taxpayers (FPF thread) 

 

Hi Kathleen--I am not sure if you and SB members followed this thread regarding the 
pending local option tax discussion so am sharing. Read from bottom up. Laura 

 

Re: Middlebury Taxpayers 
LORRAINE ABRAMSON, LORRAINE.4369@GMAIL.COM, STEWART LANE, MIDDLEBURY 

DISCUSSION 

While I understand there may be some upset regarding the funding for repairing water pipes in the 
Middlebury water district, I think some further careful thought is necessary before a revolt. Certainly, 
those who have their own wells have the feeling it is unfair to them to have to contribute. But it is also 
true, that Middlebury is the place you go to for . . . dental appointments, any number of entertainment 
opportunities including those at the college, visits to Middlebury doctor offices, Porter Hospital, 
grocery stores, hardware stores, and the list goes on and on. None of which could operate without 
essential and basic reliable water supply. Perhaps a broader view is needed before protesting. And 
why not wait and discover exactly how much money it may cost you? Then weigh that against the 
endless list of services you expect from Middlebury. And if that isn't enough to temper your outrage, 
consider how many in your community are employed in town and how closing businesses down for 
even a few days might impact them. 
 

Middlebury Taxpayers 
CHRIS ROBBINS, A.C.ROBBINS73@GMAIL.COM, GORHAM LN, MIDDLEBURY 

DISCUSSION 

I agree with Lorraine that, even if you have your own well or live in East Middlebury, you probably use 
Middlebury water at work, school, at doctor's offices or restaurants. If the select board does decide to 
use part of the Cross Street Bridge fund surplus to fix water mains, that will not raise your taxes. The 
local option tax is already being collected. 
 

Re: Middlebury Taxpayers 
ANDY HOOPER, AHOOPER.VT@GMAIL.COM, WASHINGTON STREET EXT, MIDDLEBURY 

DISCUSSION 

This is a good discussion, and I hope town representatives will correct me if I am wrong. 
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I appreciate Lorraine's position about the essential services provided by the municipality and the 
benefits from those services to the larger community. Historically several towns in Vermont actually 
split apart [Montpelier/East Montpelier being the one I am most familiar with] because the more rural 
areas did not want to be taxed for 'downtown' services, such as sidewalks and police departments. 
 
Water systems are a little different. My experience is that when the town is providing fee-based 
services, those are often accounted for within 'Enterprise Funds' 
[ref http://www.msrb.org/Glossary/Definition/ENTERPRISE-FUND.aspx]: funding for systems that are 
designed to collect revenue sufficient to cover costs and to be self-funded without any cost/revenue 
shifting between the Enterprise fund and the municipality's tax-fueled general funds. 
 
Since the bridge funding is a separate account, and there is discussion and voting annually about 
how to use it [now that local sales tax and college revenue exceeds debt service], supporting the 
water infrastructure may or may not be a reasonable use of this account. 
 
I do not know if 'outrage' or 'revolt' is necessary, but I think concern and discussion is certainly 
warranted. 

 

Using "Bridge Money" to Update the Water System 
BUD REED, BYRON.REED@GMAIL.COM, EVERGREEN LANE, MIDDLEBURY 

DISCUSSION 

I've been reading the various posts (started by Craig Bingham and expanded by others) related to this 
topic and thinking about this issue. And although I see Mr. Bingham's point, I have a couple of 
thoughts: 
 
1. Mr. Bingham's logic says that since he and others are not hooked onto the water system, this 
"surplus" money should not be used to upgrade the system because those taxpayers would receive 
no benefit.  
2. If you carry that logic forward, then I could also say we should not use tax money to fund the public 
schools because I have no children in the school system. 
You can see where this might go, and it's not a good place. I think that when you live in a community, 
you have to assume that you are going to do some things that benefit others perhaps a little more 
than they benefit you. And I think this water situation is one good example. 
 
For one thing, Mr. Bingham and others who are not hooked up to the water system didn't pay all of 
that tax money into the fund--many out-of-town visitors paid into it as well via the local sales tax, so in 
my opinion Mr. Bingham's argument is a weak one at best. Further, I feel like this falls into the "civic 
duty" realm, just like school taxes. I have no children in the local school system, yet roughly 85% of 
my property taxes go to educate the local children. I consider that to be my civic duty and part of 
living in a community. We all have a responsibility to provide a good education to the next generation. 
 
Finally, as someone else pointed out, the water system is used by virtually every downtown business 
(as well as those on Exchange St.), and a good water supply is crucial to them--they provide jobs and 
services we all need. So if we're going to live in a vibrant community with healthy businesses and 
maintain what I believe is an excellent quality of life in this town, I think we should all support these 
needed water system upgrades. 
 
Regards, Bud Reed 
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Middlebury Taxpayers 
CRAIG BINGHAM, CRAIGBINGHAM1957@ME.COM, OSSIE ROAD, MIDDLEBURY 

DISCUSSION 

Please come to the Middlebury Board of Selectmen's meeting on Tuesday October 29th. 
 
The Board is seeking input on it's proposal to use Local Option Tax (LOT) and College Gift in Lieu of 
Taxes (College) monies to pay for 'essential, priority water system water main replacements.' 
 
A use of these funds in this way is patently unfair to taxpayers who are not water system users. The 
water system is set up as a separate entity from the town general fund for good reason. Those of us 
who are on private wells, private water systems, and the East Middlebury Fire District #1 water 
system should not be forced to, in effect, contribute money to a water system that we do not use. 
 
LOT and College funds should only be used in ways that benefit all Middlebury taxpayers. 
 
 
 
 


